	
	


Allegory in Animal Farm by George Orwell

Allegories are similar to metaphors: in both the author uses one subject to represent another, seemingly unrelated subject. However, unlike metaphors which are generally short and contained within a few lines, an allegory extends its representation over the course of an entire story, novel, or poem. Allegory can be found both in literature and in the visual arts, such as paintings and sculpture. Like metaphors, allegories utilize one subject as if it were analogous to another, seemingly unrelated, subject. Unlike metaphors, the representational image is more detailed and is sustained throughout the length of a story or poem. Allegories are generally understood as rhetorical, and, as a form of rhetoric, are generally designed to persuade the audience.

Animal Farm is an allegory of the Russian Revolution of 1917 in that it appears to be a simple fairy tale concerning an animal revolution; however, it is actually recreating most of the events of the revolution that overthrew Czar Nicholas of Russia. George Orwell, the author of the novella, is actually indicting tyranny which uses the historical events and players of the Russian Revolution and the subsequent rise of Joseph Stalin as a cautionary tale. At the time when Animal Farm was published in 1945, the rule of Stalin and events in Eastern Europe and in the Ukraine and Georgia would have been familiar to the average reader. That is not the case today.
The rebellion by the working animals of the farm against the oppressive human farmer who lives off the fruits of their labor is directly analogous to the Russian Revolution of 1917 in which workers and peasants revolted against a feudal system in which feudal lords lived luxuriously from the toil of the peasants who farmed their lands. Orwell’s Animal Farm and 1984 are often cited as works that are designed to show the weaknesses of Communism. These works took aim at the Soviet Union, but ultimately he was criticizing tyranny in any form. He was as much concerned about the repression of rights and economic injustice in his own native England as he was about Stalinist Russia.
Martin Niemoller was a church pastor in Germany during Hitler’s rise to power. He shifted from an early support for Hitler to being very outspoken against the Nazi agenda and practices. He was arrested and held in concentration camps throughout World War II, and barely escaped execution. He is now perhaps best known for his cautionary poem:

In Germany they came first for the Communists,
And I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Communist.

Then they came for the Jews,

And I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Jew.

Then they came for the trade unionists,

And I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a trade unionist.

Then they came for the Catholics,

And I didn’t speak up because I was a Protestant.

Then they came for me,

And by that time no one was left to speak up

Compare Niemoller’s cautionary poem with Orwell’s allegorical story of Manor Farm. How are the messages similar and different? How is the method of delivering those messages similar and different?
